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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

 I am filing for your consideration the attached proposal, entitled “An Act to Regionalize 

Housing Authorities.” 

 The Commonwealth‟s most vulnerable elders, families and people with special needs rely 

on our state public housing system for safe, decent and affordable housing. Public housing is the 

largest source of affordable housing for extremely low-income residents in the Commonwealth. 

Currently, 240 local housing authorities, each with their own executive directors and 

management operations, own and manage 80,000 federal and state funded units.  The majority of 

housing authorities operate at a very small scale and most of the units are more than 60 years old.  

The combination of age and a lack of investment by prior Administrations, coupled with an 

inefficient  and antiquated governance and operating system that dates back to the 1940s, has left 

much of the portfolio distressed and vulnerable. 

 While significant gains have been made to improve and preserve state-aided public 

housing under the leadership of the Patrick-Murray Administration, the fiscal and operational 

viability of the housing and the integrity of the public housing system still face significant 

difficulties.  Further action is needed to increase transparency, accountability, performance, 

efficiency, innovation and cost savings in the state‟s public housing system in order to better 

serve the families, elders and persons with special needs served by public housing.   

 



 The bill that I am filing today will transform the state‟s public housing system by 

consolidating the 240 local housing authorities into six Regional Housing Authorities (RHAs).  

The RHAs will assume ownership of all state and federal public housing assets, including land, 

buildings and equipment, and take over responsibility for fiscal and operational management.  

The six RHAs will each consist of one executive director, a governing board with diverse 

regional representation and regional property managers with a staff consisting of local site 

managers and maintenance staff.  All regional and local staff will work for the RHA.   

 This consolidated system will produce efficiency and save the state millions of dollars by 

regionalizing key operations functions, including general administration functions, capital 

project management practices, and enhanced technical assistance.  At the same time, the bill 

retains local control over significant public housing land use decisions, which include the sale or 

development of vacant land, or change of use of an existing building.  RHAs will also be 

required to seek local input into an annual plan that outlines projected capital and operating 

expenditures and tenant participation activities. 

 As the Administration continues to invest in public housing, it is imperative that the 

delivery system be modernized in order to increase efficiency and transparency of local housing 

authorities and to ensure that we are meeting the goal of high-quality housing for low-income 

households.  This regional system will ensure efficient use of taxpayer funds, strengthen 

transparency and accountability and ensure that we are meeting the goal of high-quality housing 

for low-income households.  Accordingly, I urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this 

bill.  

 

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

               DEVAL L. PATRICK, 
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An Act to regionalize housing authorities. 

 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 

of the same, as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Section 1 of chapter 121B of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2010 Official 1 

Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the words “„Housing authority‟, a public body politic 2 

and corporate created pursuant to section three or corresponding provisions of earlier laws” and 3 

inserting in place thereof the following:- “„Housing authority‟, a public body politic and 4 

corporate created pursuant to section 3.” 5 

SECTION 2.  Said section 1 of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by 6 

inserting after the definition of “housing project” the following: “„Local housing commission‟, a 7 

body established under section 3A, or otherwise the city or town‟s planning board, or such entity 8 

that has been granted the powers of a planning board.” 9 

SECTION 3.  Said section 1 of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by 10 

inserting after the definition of “mayor” the following: “„Municipal housing authority‟, a housing 11 

authority or regional housing authority existing under general or special law prior to July 1, 12 

2014.” 13 



SECTION 4.  Said section 1 of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by 14 

inserting after the definition of “redevelopment authority” the following words: “„Region‟, the 15 

geographic area designated by the department as the operating jurisdiction of a housing 16 

authority.‟” 17 

SECTION 5.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 18 

striking out section 3 and inserting in place thereof the following:-   19 

Section 3.  Housing authorities; board; appointment; term of office; dissolution. 20 

(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, there shall be in the 21 

commonwealth 6 housing authorities, each of which shall operate within a geographic area 22 

defined by the department, one of which shall be Suffolk County.  In defining the regions, the 23 

department shall consider factors that enhance operational and cost efficiencies of property 24 

operations, including but not limited to: the number of units and communities in each region; that 25 

the communities in each region are proximate to each other; and the proximity of the housing 26 

units in a region. 27 

    28 

(b) Each housing authority shall have a board, with duties and powers established by this 29 

chapter, which shall govern the housing authority.  30 

(c)  Each housing authority board shall consist of 9 members comprised as follows, each of 31 

whom shall reside in the region for which they are appointed: 32 



1) 3 members appointed by the governor, each of whom shall have expertise in multi-family 33 

property operations; the initial terms of such appointees shall be for 1, 3 and 5 year terms, 34 

respectively, as he may designate; 35 

(2) 3 members appointed by the governor from a list of names comprised of not more than 1 36 

nominee submitted by the municipal officials of each municipality within the region, each of 37 

whom shall be qualified if they have expertise in multi-family property operations; if no 38 

qualified nominees are submitted within 60 days after a vacancy occurs or if fewer than 3 39 

individuals so qualified are nominated, the governor shall appoint up to 3 qualified residents of 40 

his choosing to the board; the initial terms of such appointees shall be for 2, 4 and 5 year terms, 41 

respectively, as he may designate; 42 

(3) 2 members who shall be tenants appointed by the governor from a list of names comprised of 43 

not more than 1 nominee submitted by each tenant organization in a building owned by the 44 

housing authority and duly recognized pursuant to the regulations and requirements of the 45 

department or the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, each of whom 46 

shall be qualified if they are a member of a tenant household that is current on rental charges and 47 

eligible for continued occupancy; 1 of whom is a resident in a federally- assisted housing project 48 

owned by the authority, if any, and at least 1 of whom shall be  a resident of  state-assisted 49 

housing owned by the authority; if no qualified nominees are submitted within 60 days after a 50 

vacancy occurs or if fewer than 2 individuals so qualified are nominated, the governor shall 51 

appoint up to 2 qualified tenants of his choosing to the board; the initial terms of such appointees 52 

shall be for 2 and 4 year terms, respectively, as he may designate; 53 



(4) 1 member who shall be a representative of organized labor appointed by the governor from a 54 

list of not more than 2 nor more than 5 nominees, representing different unions submitted by 55 

leadership of each of the Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO and the International Brotherhood of 56 

Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen and Helpers of America representing members in the 57 

municipalities within the region.  If no such list of nominees is submitted within 60 days after a 58 

vacancy occurs, the governor may appoint any representative of organized labor of his own 59 

choosing to the authority; the initial terms of such appointee shall be for 3 years. 60 

(d) Board members shall serve for a term of 5 years except as provided in this section for the 61 

initial appointees, but a person appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired 62 

term.  Each member shall serve until his successor is appointed.  Any member shall be eligible 63 

for reappointment. 64 

(e) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the term of a member appointed as set forth in subsection 65 

(2), (3) or (4) of this section, for any reason other than the expiration of a term, the department 66 

shall notify in writing the municipal officials, the tenant organizations specified herein or the 67 

unions specified herein, as appropriate, within 10 working days after the vacancy occurs. 68 

(f) As soon as possible after the qualification of the members of a housing authority the city or 69 

town clerk, as the case may be, shall file a certificate of such appointment with the department, 70 

and a duplicate thereof in the office of the state secretary. If the state secretary finds that the 71 

housing authority has been organized and the members thereof appointed according to law, he 72 

shall issue to it a certificate of organization and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of 73 

the lawful organization of the authority and of the appointment of the members thereof.  74 



(g) Whenever the membership of a housing authority is changed by appointment, resignation or 75 

removal, a certificate and duplicate certificate to that effect shall be promptly so filed. A 76 

certificate so filed shall be conclusive evidence of the change in membership of the housing 77 

authority referred to therein. 78 

(h) Whenever a housing authority determines that there is no further need for its existence, that it 79 

has no property to administer, and that all outstanding obligations of the authority have been 80 

satisfied, it may by a vote of 6 of the members submit the question of its dissolution to the 81 

municipal officers of each municipality within its region. If the municipal officers of each such 82 

city and town vote for such dissolution, and the department is satisfied of the existence of the 83 

facts required herein, said housing authority shall be dissolved forthwith subject to the applicable 84 

provisions of section 51 of chapter 155. 85 

(i) The governor shall designate 1 of his initial appointees as chairman of the housing authority 86 

who shall serve as such chairman during his term of office as a member.  Thereafter, the 87 

chairman shall be elected annually by the board.  A housing authority shall annually elect 1 of its 88 

members as vice-chairman and shall also annually elect a secretary, a treasurer and such other 89 

officers as it may determine, none of whom need be a member. 90 

(j) 5 members of the board shall constitute a quorum, and the affirmative vote of a majority of 91 

members shall be necessary and sufficient for any action taken by the board except for the 92 

selection or termination of an executive director and as otherwise required by this chapter, which 93 

actions shall require the affirmative vote of 6 members. 94 

(k) Members of the board of a housing authority shall serve without pay but shall be reimbursed 95 

for actual expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties. 96 



(l) A member of a housing authority appointed as a tenant, in accordance with the provisions of 97 

section 3, who ceases to be a tenant in a building owned and operated by or on behalf of the local 98 

housing authority shall be removed upon the date of such change by operation of law. A member 99 

of a housing authority who is a tenant in a housing project shall not participate in any decision 100 

relating to the project affecting his personal interest. 101 

(m) For the purposes of chapter 268A or paragraph (7) of section 44D of chapter 149, each 102 

housing authority shall be considered a public agency and each member of such authority, and 103 

any person who performs professional services for such an authority on a part-time, intermittent 104 

or consultant basis, such as those of architect, attorney, engineer, planner, or construction, 105 

financial, real estate or traffic expert, shall be considered a special state employee.  106 

SECTION 6.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 107 

amended by striking out section 3A and inserting in place thereof the following:- 108 

Section 3A.  Local housing commissions; local approvals. 109 

(a) Municipal officers may establish a local housing commission to exercise the authority 110 

granted in this subsection. 111 

(b) Each local housing commission shall be comprised of 5 members who are residents of the 112 

city or town and appointed, in the case of cities, by the mayor, and in the case of towns, by the 113 

selectmen, for a term of 5 years, provided that the members shall be appointed to serve for initial 114 

terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years, respectively. 115 



(c) Vacancies, other than by reason of expiration of terms, shall be filled for the balance of 116 

the unexpired term, in the same manner and by the same body.  Every member, unless sooner 117 

removed, shall serve until the qualification of his successor.  118 

(d) As soon as possible after the qualification of the members of a local housing commission 119 

the city or town clerk, as the case may be, shall file a certificate of such appointment, or of such 120 

appointment with the department, and a duplicate thereof, in either case, in the office of the state 121 

secretary. If the state secretary finds that the local housing commission has been organized and 122 

the members thereof appointed according to law, he shall issue to it a certificate of organization 123 

and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the lawful organization of the commission 124 

and of the appointment of the members thereof.  125 

(e) Whenever the membership of a local housing commission is changed by appointment, 126 

resignation or removal, a certificate and duplicate certificate to that effect shall be promptly so 127 

filed. A certificate so filed shall be conclusive evidence of the change in membership of the 128 

commission. 129 

(f) A local housing commission shall have the following rights and authority with respect to 130 

the operations of a housing authority within the city or town: 131 

(1) to approve actions under subsections (c), (d), (k), (m), and (p) of section 26; 132 

(2) to approve actions under subsections (e), (f), (g) and (l) of section 26, section 27 and 133 

section 39, to the extent such actions involve the acquisition of real estate, the lease of additional 134 

real estate or new construction;  135 



(3) to approve the sale of land, a project or a part of a project and the land appurtenant 136 

thereto, under section 34;  137 

(4) to approve the sale of a relocation project under section 37; and 138 

(5) to provide advice on and review the annual capital and operating plan required under 139 

section 29. 140 

SECTION 7.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 141 

amended by striking out section 5 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 142 

Section 5.  Redevelopment authorities; membership; appointment; election; term of office. 143 

(a) Every redevelopment authority shall be managed, controlled and governed by 5 144 

members, appointed or elected as provided in this section, of whom 3 shall constitute a quorum.  145 

In a city, 4 members of a redevelopment authority shall be appointed by the mayor subject to 146 

confirmation by the city council; provided that the members shall be appointed to serve for initial 147 

terms of 1, 2, 4, and 5 years, respectively.  148 

(b) In a town, 4 members shall be elected by the town; provided, that of the members 149 

originally elected at an annual town meeting, the one receiving the highest number of votes shall 150 

serve for 5 years, the one receiving the next highest number of votes, for 4 years, the one 151 

receiving the next highest number of votes, for 2 years, and the one receiving the next highest 152 

number of votes shall serve for 1 year; provided, that upon the initial organization of a 153 

redevelopment authority, if a town so votes at an annual or special town meeting called for the 154 

purpose, 4 members of such an authority shall be appointed forthwith by the selectmen to serve 155 



only until the qualification of their successors, who shall be elected at the next annual town 156 

meeting as provided above. 157 

(c)  In a city or town, 1 member of a redevelopment authority shall be appointed by the 158 

department for an initial term of 3 years. 159 

(d)  Thereafter, as the term of a member of any redevelopment authority expires, his 160 

successor shall be appointed or elected, in the same manner and by the same body, for a term of 161 

5 years from such expiration. Membership in a redevelopment authority shall be restricted to 162 

residents of the city or town. 163 

(e)  Vacancies, other than by reason of expiration of terms, shall be filled for the balance of 164 

the unexpired term, in the same manner and by the same body, except elected members in towns 165 

whose terms shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of section 11 of chapter 41. Every 166 

member, unless sooner removed, shall serve until the qualification of his successor. 167 

  168 

(f) As soon as possible after the qualification of the members of a redevelopment authority 169 

the city or town clerk, as the case may be, shall file a certificate of such appointment, or of such 170 

appointment and election, as the case may be, with the department, and a duplicate thereof, in 171 

either case, in the office of the state secretary. If the state secretary finds that the redevelopment 172 

authority has been organized and the members thereof elected or appointed according to law, he 173 

shall issue to it a certificate of organization and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of 174 

the lawful organization of the authority and of the election or appointment of the members 175 

thereof.  176 



(g) Whenever the membership of a redevelopment authority is changed by appointment, 177 

election, resignation or removal, a certificate and duplicate certificate to that effect shall be 178 

promptly so filed. A certificate so filed shall be conclusive evidence of the change in 179 

membership of the authority referred to therein. 180 

(h) For the purposes of chapter 268A or paragraph (7) of section 44D of chapter 149, each 181 

redevelopment authority shall be considered a municipal agency and, without limiting the power 182 

of a city council or board of aldermen or board of selectmen to classify additional special 183 

municipal employees pursuant to said chapter, each member of such an authority, and any person 184 

who performs professional services for such an authority on a part-time, intermittent or 185 

consultant basis, such as those of architect, attorney, engineer, planner, or construction, financial, 186 

real estate or traffic expert, shall be considered a special municipal employee.  187 

SECTION 8.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 188 

amended by striking out section 6 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 189 

Section 6.  Charges against redevelopment authority members; hearing; removal; resignation; 190 

suspension. 191 

(a) The mayor or city council or board of selectmen may make or receive written charges 192 

against, and the mayor with the approval of the city council, or the board of selectmen, as the 193 

case may be, may accept the resignation of, any member of a redevelopment authority appointed 194 

or elected by such city or town or may, after hearing, remove any such member because of 195 

inefficiency, neglect of duty or misconduct in office provided that such member shall have been 196 

given, not less than 14 days before the date set for such hearing, a copy in writing of the charges 197 

against him and written notice of the date and place of hearing to be held thereon, and at the 198 



hearing shall have been given the opportunity to be represented by counsel and to be heard in his 199 

defense. 200 

(b) The mayor and city council or board of selectmen may also make or receive written 201 

charges against any member of a redevelopment authority in such city or town appointed by the 202 

department and refer the same to the department which may proceed in the same manner as the 203 

mayor and city council or board of selectmen under the preceding sentence. 204 

(c) Pending final action upon any such charges, the officer or officers having the power to 205 

remove such member may temporarily suspend him, provided that they shall immediately 206 

reinstate him in office if they find such charges have not been substantiated, and may appoint a 207 

person to perform the duties of such suspended member until he is reinstated or until he is 208 

removed and his successor is qualified. 209 

(d) In case of any such removal the removing authority shall forthwith deliver to the clerk of 210 

the city or town attested copies of such charges and of its findings thereon, and the clerk shall 211 

cause the same to be filed with the certificate and duplicate certificate required to be filed with 212 

the department and the state secretary under section 5.  213 

(e) A member of a redevelopment authority who ceases to be a resident of the city or town 214 

shall be removed upon the date of his change of residence by operation of law.  215 

Section 6A.  Charges against housing authority members; hearing; removal; suspension; 216 

resignation. 217 

(a) The governor may also make or receive written charges against any member of a housing 218 

authority and remove any such member because of inefficiency, neglect of duty or misconduct in 219 



office after hearing by the department.  The governor shall refer the same to the department 220 

provided that such member shall have been given, not less than 14 days before the date set for 221 

such hearing, a copy in writing of the charges against him and written notice of the date and 222 

place of hearing to be held thereon, and at the hearing shall have been given the opportunity to 223 

be represented by counsel and to be heard in his defense. 224 

(b) Pending final action upon any such charges, the governor may temporarily suspend him, 225 

provided that he shall immediately reinstate him in office if the department find such charges 226 

have not been substantiated, and may appoint a person to perform the duties of such suspended 227 

member until he is reinstated or until he is removed and his successor is qualified. 228 

(c) In case of any such removal the department shall forthwith deliver to the clerk of the city 229 

or town in which the member resides attested copies of such charges and of its findings thereon, 230 

and the clerk shall cause the same to be filed with the certificate and duplicate certificate 231 

required to be filed with the department and the state secretary under section 3.  232 

(d) A member of a housing authority who ceases to be a resident of the region in which the 233 

housing authority operates shall be removed upon the date of his change of residence by 234 

operation of law. A member of a housing authority appointed as a tenant, in accordance with the 235 

provisions of section 3, who ceases to be a tenant in a building owned by the housing authority 236 

shall be removed upon the date of such change by operation of law.  237 

(e) The governor may accept the resignation of any housing authority board member. 238 

SECTION 9.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 239 

amended by striking out section 7 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 240 



Section 7.  Officers and executive director of authorities. 241 

(a) Except as required by section 3(i), a housing or redevelopment authority shall elect from 242 

among its members a chairman and a vice-chairman, and may employ counsel, an executive 243 

director who shall be ex officio secretary of the authority, a treasurer who may be a member of 244 

the authority and such other officers, agents and employees as it deems necessary or proper, and 245 

shall determine their qualifications and duties, and may delegate to 1 or more of its members, 246 

agents or employees such powers and duties as it deems necessary or proper for the carrying out 247 

of any action determined upon by it. 248 

(b) So far as practicable, a housing or redevelopment authority shall make use of the services 249 

of the agencies, officers and employees of the city or town in which such a redevelopment 250 

authority is organized or within such a housing authority‟s region, and such city or town shall, if 251 

requested, make available such services, except in the city of Boston the housing authority may 252 

contract with said city for the assignment of 37 police officers of the police department of said 253 

city to police the buildings and grounds owned by said authority with the proviso that said 254 

authority shall reimburse said city for one-third of the cost thereof.  255 

(c) Members of a housing authority shall be allowed, or be reimbursed for, all expenses 256 

properly incurred by them within or without the region in the discharge of their duties. Such 257 

expenses shall be allocated by the housing authority among its various projects in such manner 258 

and amounts as it deems proper. 259 

SECTION 10.  Subsection (d) section 11 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so 260 

appearing, is hereby amended by inserting in line 18, after the words “or assign the same”, the 261 

following: provided that, in the case of a housing authority, any such action shall require the 262 



approval of the municipal officers and the local housing commission, if any, of the city or town 263 

affected by the action; .  264 

SECTION 11.  Said section 11 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 265 

hereby further amended by striking out subsections (j) through (o) and inserting in place thereof 266 

the following:- 267 

(j) To enter, with the approval of the mayor or board of selectmen of the city or town in 268 

which a project is located, and the department, into agreements with the federal government 269 

relative to the acceptance or borrowing of funds for any project it is authorized to undertake and 270 

containing such covenants, terms and conditions as the operating agency, with like approval, 271 

may deem desirable; provided, however, that nothing herein shall be construed to require 272 

approval by the mayor or selectmen or the department of requisition agreements and similar 273 

contracts between an agency and the federal government which are entered into pursuant to an 274 

agreement approved by them;  275 

(k) To enter into, execute and carry out contracts and all other instruments necessary or 276 

convenient to the exercise of the powers granted in this chapter; 277 

  278 

(l) To make, and from time to time amend or repeal, subject to the approval of the 279 

department, by-laws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with pertinent rules and regulations 280 

of the department to govern its proceedings and effectuate the purposes of this chapter;  281 

(m) To join or cooperate with one or more other operating agencies in the exercise, either 282 

jointly or otherwise, of any of their powers for the purpose of financing, including the issuance 283 



of bonds, notes or other obligations and the giving of security therefor, planning, undertaking, 284 

owning, constructing, operating or contracting with respect to any project or projects authorized 285 

by this chapter located within the area within which one or more of such authorities are 286 

authorized to exercise their powers; and for such purpose to prescribe and authorize, by 287 

resolution, any operating agency so joining and cooperating with it to act in its behalf in the 288 

exercise of any of such powers; and 289 

  290 

(n) To lease energy saving systems that replace non-renewable fuels with renewable energy 291 

such as solar powered systems.  292 

SECTION 12.  Section 19 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 293 

amended by striking out lines 1 through 6 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 294 

Section 19.  Cities and towns may raise and appropriate money for the purpose of defraying the 295 

initial costs and annual administrative expenses of a redevelopment authority authorized to be 296 

organized therein.  Cities and towns may raise and appropriate money for the purpose of 297 

defraying the annual administrative expenses of a housing authority that operates therein.  298 

Administrative expenses may include the cost of preparing any plans, studies, programs and 299 

surveys an operating agency is authorized to prepare and the expense of preparing plans in 300 

connection with one or more proposed projects. 301 

SECTION 13.   Section 20 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 302 

amended by striking out lines 1 through 5 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 303 



Section 20.  A city or town may raise and appropriate, or may borrow, or may agree with a 304 

redevelopment authority authorized to be organized therein, a housing authority operating 305 

therein, the federal government or the commonwealth to raise and appropriate or to borrow, in 306 

aid of such agency, such sums as may be necessary for:— 307 

SECTION 14.  Section 23 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 308 

amended by striking out lines 1 through 8 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 309 

Section 23. For the purpose of complying with the conditions of federal legislation, or in lieu of a 310 

contribution, loan or grant in cash to a redevelopment authority authorized to be organized 311 

therein or a housing authority operating therein, or to aid and cooperate in the planning, 312 

construction or operation of any project of such an agency, a city or town, or the appropriate 313 

board or officer thereof on behalf of such city or town, may upon such terms, and with or without 314 

consideration, do or agree to do any or all of the following things, as such city, town, board or 315 

officer, as the case may be, may determine:— 316 

SECTION 15.  Section 24 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 317 

amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “the” and inserting in place thereof the following:- 318 

an . 319 

SECTION 16.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 320 

amended by striking out section 26 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 321 

Section 26. A housing authority shall have the following powers in addition to those set forth in 322 

section 11 or elsewhere in this chapter:—  323 



(a) To make studies of housing needs and markets, including data with respect to population 324 

and family groups and their distribution according to income groups, the amount and quality of 325 

available housing and its distribution according to rentals and sales prices, employment, wages 326 

and other factors affecting housing needs and markets, and surveys and plans for housing related 327 

to community development, including desirable patterns for land use and community growth, 328 

and to make such studies, surveys and plans available to the federal government, the department 329 

and other state agencies, other operating agencies, the public and the building, housing and 330 

supply industries;  331 

(b) To conduct investigations and disseminate information relative to housing and living 332 

conditions and any other matter deemed by it to be material in connection with any of its powers 333 

and duties;  334 

(c) To determine what areas within its jurisdiction constitute substandard, decadent or 335 

blighted open areas;  336 

(d) To prepare plans for the clearance of such decadent, substandard or blighted areas and to 337 

clear open areas whenever necessary or desirable to provide for the equivalent elimination of 338 

substandard buildings in accordance with section 33 provided that no housing authority in any 339 

city or town in which a redevelopment authority has been organized shall initiate such a 340 

clearance project without the approval of such redevelopment authority and the approval of the 341 

municipal officers of the city or town;  342 

(e) To provide housing projects for families of low income;  343 

(f) To provide projects or parts thereof for elderly persons of low income;  344 



(g) To provide housing for families of low income in rural areas in accordance with 345 

provisions set forth in section 27;  346 

(h) To undertake and provide relocation projects in order to house for a limited period 347 

families who are displaced by an urban renewal project or other public improvement involving 348 

the elimination of dwelling units whenever such project or public improvement is determined 349 

upon and it or an urban renewal agency finds that there exists in a city or town within its region, 350 

an acute shortage of housing and that there are no adequate means available for immediate 351 

relocation of persons and families displaced from that project area;  352 

(i) To lease, operate and, subject to section 32, establish or revise schedules of rents for any 353 

project or part thereof undertaken by it;  354 

(j) To undertake as a separate project the repair, landscaping and improvement of an existing 355 

housing project or part thereof, provided, further, that the plans for each such project shall be 356 

undertaken in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the department for such 357 

projects. 358 

  359 

(k)  To undertake as a separate project the renovation, remodeling, reconstruction,  and 360 

demolition, including the reduction of undesirable unit densities in an existing housing project as 361 

deemed necessary by the department for the improvement of an existing housing project assisted 362 

by the commonwealth pursuant to section 34 or 41; provided, that an equal number of low-rent 363 

relocation units are provided to replace those occupied units which are removed in the reduction 364 

of an undesirable unit density; and the clearance, preparation for sale, including the payment of 365 

relocation costs for occupants of such existing housing projects, and sale or other disposition of 366 



any or all of any existing housing project or part thereof assisted by the commonwealth, pursuant 367 

to section 34, notwithstanding the provisions of clause (d) or section 34, provided, that the 368 

department shall first have:  369 

(1) found that all or a substantial portion of such existing housing project or part thereof no 370 

longer provides decent, safe and sanitary housing, as determined by the department of public 371 

health or the department of public safety, and, in the judgment of the department, such project or 372 

part thereof cannot feasibly be operated or renovated pursuant to the provisions of this chapter;  373 

(2) approved the proposed project, including a relocation plan for occupants of the existing 374 

project and a plan to make housing available on the land where the existing project is situated, at 375 

least 25 percent of the units of which shall be for low income persons or families, which project 376 

may include plans to use a portion of such land for a public purpose ancillary to such 377 

development and approved by the department;  378 

(3) approved the sale and the terms thereof, if the land is to be sold, which shall be at the fair 379 

market value for the proposed reuse, as determined by MHFA and approved by the department, 380 

and in accordance with the cooperation agreement referred to below; 381 

  382 

(4) determined that the availability of funds to the housing authority for such project is 383 

conditioned upon the occurrence of the initial mortgage loan closing for the development of new 384 

or rehabilitated housing on the land where the existing project is situated; and the execution of a 385 

cooperation agreement by the MHFA and the department which shall establish a procedure for 386 

selection of a developer best qualified to develop, own and operate the new or rehabilitated 387 

housing on the existing land, for providing for such development of the new housing within a 388 



reasonable time in accordance with MHFA-approved contracts, and for assuring continued 389 

occupancy of at least 25 percent of the dwelling units in the new development by families of low 390 

income; 391 

  392 

(5) determined that the proceeds of such sale or other funds available to the housing authority for 393 

such project, or both, shall not be less than the amount necessary to pay in full the principal of 394 

and interest on the outstanding obligations of the housing authority with respect to such existing 395 

project if the whole is sold or not less than that percentage of such obligations which the original 396 

cost of the part sold bears to the total original cost of the entire existing project if a part is sold. 397 

Such amount of proceeds or other funds necessary to pay in full such obligations or percentage 398 

thereof shall be deposited in trust for the benefit of the holders of such outstanding obligations 399 

and until and unless all such obligations are paid and discharged in full said proceeds and other 400 

funds shall be expended solely for payment of principal and interest thereon.  401 

(6) found that representatives of all occupants of such existing housing project, selected by the 402 

occupants in a manner approved by the department, have fully participated in the development of 403 

the project proposal and that all occupants of such existing housing projects have adequate notice 404 

and an opportunity to review the proposed project and relocation plan and an opportunity to 405 

present their views at a public hearing which shall be held by the department. 406 

(l) To provide housing projects or specific parts thereof, or cooperative apartments, 407 

community residences and such other forms of congregate housing, or housing in separate 408 

dwelling units, for low income handicapped persons or low income families, of which 1 or more 409 

than 1 person is handicapped, or persons whose mobility, flexibility, coordination and 410 



perceptiveness are significantly reduced by aging; provided, that such housing may be provided 411 

in newly constructed buildings, or in buildings purchased or leased, and that may be made 412 

renovated as necessary, or in buildings already owned by local housing authorities that may be 413 

made accessible; and to provide living facilities for persons essential for the well-being of such 414 

handicapped persons or families; and to provide other such facilities as are necessary to the well-415 

being of the handicapped residents of such housing; and to contract with various corporations for 416 

the provision of services to the handicapped residents, including but not limited to staffing, 417 

management and maintenance of such housing; provided further, that such contracting shall be in 418 

accordance with guidelines and directives or rules and regulations, or either, promulgated or 419 

issued by the department, and that such contracting shall be approved by the department. 420 

(m) To participate in the development of low and moderate income housing undertaken or 421 

assisted pursuant to federal legislation and to finance mortgage loans for the construction or 422 

rehabilitation of low and moderate income housing, which may include ancillary commercial 423 

facilities to the extent permitted by the then applicable regulations of the department, and to 424 

purchase, or participate in the purchase of, securities which are secured by such mortgage loans. 425 

A housing authority may create, designate or approve agencies or instrumentalities to provide 426 

such housing and do all other things necessary or desirable to secure financial or other forms of 427 

assistance from the federal government including the exemption from federal income taxation of 428 

interest on bonds or notes of such housing authority issued with respect to such housing.  Low 429 

and moderate income housing shall be financed under this paragraph only after the housing 430 

authority shall, pursuant to regulations adopted by the department, have found (A) that persons 431 

and families whose annual incomes are less than 80 percent of the median income in the area in 432 

which such housing is to be constructed or rehabilitated, as determined by the department, can 433 



afford the rentals, including the provision of heat, electricity and hot water, set for 20 percent of 434 

the units in the project on the basis of the use of not more than 30 percent of their annual income 435 

or such greater portion of their annual income as may be required by laws or regulations 436 

applicable to any housing subsidy program of any agency of the United States government or the 437 

commonwealth to be used in connection with the proposed project or any laws or regulations 438 

applicable to the exemption of the interest on the bonds or notes of the housing authority from 439 

federal income taxation and (B) either (1) that the other tenants occupying the project shall pay a 440 

rental not less than one-seventh of their annual income but in no event greater than the maximum 441 

rental which could be obtained for such unit in light of the rentals charged for comparable units 442 

within the same market area; or (2) that the project is located in a blighted open area, or any 443 

decadent area, or any substandard area. Any bonds, notes or other securities issued by any 444 

housing authority, or any agency or instrumentality designated or approved by any such 445 

authority, pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph, shall not create or imply any obligation or 446 

indebtedness of any kind on the part of any housing authority, the commonwealth, or any 447 

political subdivision thereof. The department may promulgate such rules and regulations as it 448 

may deem necessary to further the purposes of this paragraph.  449 

(n) to disseminate to and receive from other housing authorities information, including personal 450 

data as defined in section one of chapter 66A, which could have a direct bearing on a 451 

determination as to whether an individual or household is qualified for selection or placement in 452 

accordance with state or federal eligibility or tenant selection regulations; provided, that in 453 

instances where the department of housing and community development or a nonprofit 454 

corporation is administering a state or federal housing program, a housing authority may 455 

disseminate to and receive such information for the aforementioned purpose from the department 456 



of housing and community development or a nonprofit corporation. Such information may be 457 

disseminated for the aforementioned purpose among the department of housing and community 458 

development and any nonprofit corporations administering a state or federal housing program. 459 

Any personal data, as defined in section one of said chapter 66A, which is received by a housing 460 

authority, the department of housing and community development, or a nonprofit corporation 461 

pursuant to this paragraph, shall be used, maintained and disseminated further in accordance with 462 

the provisions of said chapter 66A and this paragraph. Whenever such information is 463 

disseminated by a local housing authority, the department of housing and community 464 

development, or a nonprofit corporation, a copy of all such information and the names of the 465 

agencies which received it shall be sent to said individual or household. The department of 466 

housing and community development shall promulgate such rules and regulation as it deems 467 

necessary to further the purposes of this paragraph. 468 

  469 

(o) To provide in the case of a unit in a housing project occupied by an elderly person of low 470 

income or a handicapped person of low income, for the installation, removal, or maintenance of 471 

air conditioner units, stoves, and such other personal property of said elderly person or such 472 

handicapped person as the housing authority may determine necessary to maintain the building 473 

and to protect the safety of tenants residing therein. 474 

(p) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this section 26 or in section 34, to dispose of or 475 

demolish any or all of an existing housing project or part thereof assisted by the commonwealth 476 

under chapter 705 of the acts of 1966, chapter 689 of the acts of 1974, or chapter 167 of the acts 477 

of 1987, and provided that:  478 



(1) the department and the housing authority have determined that it is not financially feasible to 479 

bring the units up to a reasonable program standard for occupancy or permissible to convert the 480 

units to another low rent housing program; and 481 

(2) for units financed under chapter 705 of the acts of 1966, the units were vacant as of 482 

November 1, 2012, or, for units financed under chapter 689 of the acts of 1974 or chapter 167 of 483 

the acts of 1987, the department has received written confirmation from both the department of 484 

developmental services and the department of mental health that such units are obsolete and 485 

inappropriate for housing their respective clients. 486 

 Upon approval by the department, the housing authority may dispose of the property by 487 

sale, ground lease or other transfer of its interest in the property, provided that the department 488 

must review and approve of any appraisal and request for proposals related to the disposition, as 489 

well as the selection of the selected bidder.   The request for proposals shall provide that: 490 

(1) in reviewing responses to the request for proposals, first priority for selecting from among the 491 

responsive and responsible bidders shall be those bidders that offer a feasible plan to provide 492 

housing on the site that is permanently affordable to households under 80 percent of area median 493 

income as defined by the department.  Such bidders shall obtain the property for 1 dollar, subject 494 

to an enforceable agreement to meet the requirements of its proposal; and, 495 

(2)  if no responsive and responsible bidder meets the above standard, the property shall be sold 496 

to the bidder offering the highest price for the property;  497 

 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this chapter, proceeds from the disposition, 498 

after paying for the costs of the disposition, shall be deposited into an expendable trust controlled 499 

by the department, the purpose of which shall be to fund such capital improvements as the 500 



department determines are necessary and appropriate at existing housing developments that serve 501 

such households as would have been eligible for occupancy of the units that had been sited on 502 

the property. 503 

SECTION 17.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 504 

amended by striking out section 26A and inserting in place thereof the following:- 505 

Section 26A.  Financing of projects; bonds and notes; approval of city or town. 506 

(a) The state treasurer may borrow from time to time on the credit of the commonwealth 507 

such sums of money as may be necessary for the purpose of meeting payments as authorized by 508 

this section, and may issue and renew from time to time notes and bonds of the commonwealth 509 

therefor, bearing interest payable at such times and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state 510 

treasurer, provided that the annual payment for any 1 project shall not exceed 8 percent of the 511 

project cost, as determined by the department. 512 

(b)  To finance the costs of any projects undertaken under section 26, and annual 513 

contributions by the commonwealth, as provided for under this chapter, the state treasurer shall, 514 

upon request of the governor, issue and sell at public or private sale, notes or bonds of the 515 

commonwealth, in an amount to be specified by the governor from time to time, but not 516 

exceeding in the aggregate the difference between the amounts authorized, in section 41 with 517 

respect to elderly persons of low-income and in section 34 with respect to families of low-518 

income, and the amount of notes or bonds of a housing authority guaranteed by the 519 

commonwealth issued to finance the cost of project. The provisions and limitations relating to 520 

such notes and bonds, as provided for under this chapter shall apply to such notes and bonds in 521 



the same manner and to the same extent as if such notes or bonds had been issued by a local 522 

housing authority. 523 

(c) In any city where the department finds that the purpose of providing adequate housing for 524 

families of low income and the need for neighborhood revitalization would best be served if the 525 

department acts as a housing authority, the department shall have all the powers of a housing 526 

authority under this chapter, including, the power to contract directly with any private non-profit 527 

corporation for the purpose of developing and managing housing projects for families of low 528 

income pursuant to section 31 of this chapter involving the purchase or acquisition of the right to 529 

use completed or remodeled dwelling units whether condominium units, individual buildings 530 

part of a larger development, or a portion of the units in a multi-family development, or the 531 

construction of new buildings; provided, however, that the department shall obtain the approval 532 

of the mayor and the city council; and provided, further, that such projects shall be subject to 533 

rules and regulations promulgated by the department, in the event said department acts as a 534 

housing authority in a city pursuant to this paragraph, which regulations shall include, but not be 535 

limited to, a procedure for providing public notice of the availability of funding and a ranking of 536 

priority for projects according to criteria for selection; and provided, further, that such projects 537 

shall be subject to any applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations of the city in which the 538 

project is located, relating to the construction and repair of buildings, zoning and the protection 539 

of public health in accordance with the provision of section 28. 540 

(d) Said department shall annually provide for an evaluation of the effectiveness of its 541 

actions as a housing authority under this section. The evaluation shall be filed, together with 542 

drafts of legislation necessary to carry into effect any recommendations the department might 543 

make, with the clerks of the senate and the house of representatives, the house and senate 544 



committees on ways and means and the joint committee on urban affairs on or before the first 545 

Wednesday in December.  546 

SECTION 18.  Section 27 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 547 

amended by striking out lines 1 and 2, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the 548 

following words: “In towns in which rural areas are located, the housing authority operating in 549 

such town shall undertake the provision of housing for”. 550 

SECTION 19.  Section 27 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 551 

further amended by striking out the second paragraph. 552 

SECTION 20.  Section 29 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 553 

amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following:- 554 

 Each housing authority shall keep an accurate account of all its activities and all its 555 

receipts and expenditures and shall annually in the month of January make a report thereof to the 556 

department, to the state auditor and to the mayor of each city or to the selectmen of each town in 557 

its region, such reports to be in a form prescribed by the department with the written approval of 558 

said auditor. The department or said auditor shall investigate the budgets, finances and other 559 

affairs of housing authorities and their dealings, transactions and relationships. They shall 560 

severally have the power to examine into the properties and records of housing authorities and to 561 

prescribe methods of accounting and the rendering of periodical reports in relation to clearance 562 

and housing projects undertaken by such authorities. The department shall from time to time 563 

make, amend and repeal rules and regulations prescribing standards and stating principles 564 

governing the planning, construction, maintenance and operation of clearance and housing 565 

projects by housing authorities. 566 



 Each housing authority shall annually prepare a plan, on a form required by the 567 

department, that contains a proposed operating budget and capital expenditure plan for the next 568 

fiscal year of the authority, and a report on compliance with the tenant engagement requirements 569 

of the department during the most recent fiscal year of the authority.  Said plan shall be 570 

submitted for comment to the local housing commission or municipal officers pursuant to section 571 

3A, not less than 60 days prior to the start of the fiscal year that is the subject of the operating 572 

budget. 573 

SECTION 21.  Section 31 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 574 

amended by striking subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following:- 575 

(a) Projects involving the purchase or acquisition of the right to use completed dwelling units 576 

that have been recently constructed, reconstructed or remodeled, whether condominium units, 577 

individual buildings part of a larger development, or a portion of the units in a multi-family 578 

development, shall be approved by the department only after it determines that the housing 579 

authority has made adequate arrangements for the maintenance and operation of the units, either 580 

through use of its own personnel or by contract with a private real estate management 581 

organization acceptable to the housing authority with the approval of the department. 582 

SECTION 22.  Subsection (b) of section 31 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so 583 

appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the 584 

following:- 585 

 Projects involving the construction of new buildings by a housing authority shall be 586 

approved by the department following due notice and a public hearing in the town or city 587 

involved held to consider testimony relating to the determinations required to be made. The 588 



department shall approve such a project only if it makes the following determinations: (i) the 589 

design and layout of the proposed project is appropriate to the neighborhood in which it is to be 590 

located; and (ii) an adequate supply of dwelling units for families of low income is not then 591 

available in the private market, and the housing authority, after reasonable effort, has been 592 

unable to obtain such units either through reconstruction, remodeling, or repair of existing 593 

buildings or by the purchase of completed dwelling units. The provisions of this clause shall not 594 

apply to any project which shall be certified by the department to be a project designed 595 

specifically for elderly persons of low income. A project shall be deemed to be designed 596 

specifically for elderly persons of low income if a majority of the dwelling units in said project 597 

are designed specifically for elderly persons of low income and if not more than 100 dwelling 598 

units in said project are designed for families of low income. 599 

SECTION 23.  Section 32 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 600 

amended by striking out, in lines 139 through 141, the following: “, but may establish a 601 

requirement that any such applicant be a resident of the commonwealth for a period of six 602 

months prior to becoming a tenant”. 603 

SECTION 24.  Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further 604 

amended by striking out section 39 and inserting in place thereof the following:- 605 

Section 39. The housing authorities organized under section 3 shall have power to provide 606 

housing for elderly persons of low income and handicapped persons of low income either in 607 

separate projects or as a definite portion of any other projects undertaken under sections 25 to 44, 608 

inclusive, of this chapter, or in remodeled or reconstructed existing buildings, or through the 609 

purchase of condominium units, and the provisions of sections one to forty-four, inclusive, of 610 



this chapter shall, so far as apt, be applicable to projects and parts of projects undertaken under 611 

sections 38 through 41 except as otherwise provided in section 40 or elsewhere in this chapter. 612 

The power to provide such housing shall include the provision of facilities for congregate living, 613 

either in separate projects or as a definite portion of any other projects so undertaken. A housing 614 

authority with the approval of the department may in addition to, and to the extent not 615 

inconsistent with this section or section forty-one provide that on project sites which include 616 

convenience stores or ancillary commercial facilities housing projects may be planned and 617 

designed so as to permit the continued operation of such stores or facilities. Such stores or 618 

facilities may be rented or leased by such housing authorities. The provisions of the preceding 619 

two sentences shall apply also to any low rent housing project for families of low income 620 

undertaken pursuant to this chapter.  621 

 In any town in which a veterans‟ housing project or project for the housing of elderly 622 

persons has already been constructed or established, the housing authority shall not be 623 

empowered to erect a new housing project for elderly persons nor shall a contract for financial 624 

assistance applicable to the construction of a new project for the housing of elderly persons be 625 

entered into pursuant to the provisions of section 41 until there shall have been submitted to, and 626 

approved by vote of, an annual town meeting or a special town meeting called therefor, the 627 

question whether the housing authority should be empowered to erect such new housing project, 628 

for one of the purposes authorized by law, as said authority should thereafter determine to be 629 

reasonably necessary and feasible.  630 

 Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, a housing authority that 631 

manages units provided under this section and section 40 shall give priority in placement to non-632 

elderly handicapped persons of low income, who are eligible to receive such housing and who 633 



are qualified under the criteria established in regulations promulgated by the department, in 13 634 

1/2 percent of said units. If a housing authority determines that there are insufficient numbers of 635 

eligible and qualified non-elderly handicapped persons of low income to fill 13 1/2 percent of the 636 

housing units, the housing authority shall then place eligible and qualified elderly persons of low 637 

income in said units. The 13 1/2 percent of units for which eligible and qualified non-elderly 638 

handicapped persons of low income receive priority in placement shall include the percentage of 639 

units for which handicapped persons of low income without regard to age, and their families, are 640 

given priority pursuant to subsection (f) of section 40, when such units are occupied by non-641 

elderly handicapped persons of low income.  642 

 Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, a housing authority which 643 

manages units provided under this section and section 40 shall give priority in placement to 644 

elderly persons of low income, who are eligible to receive such housing and who are qualified 645 

under the criteria established by regulations of the department, in 86 1/2 percent of said units. If 646 

a housing authority determines that there are insufficient numbers of eligible and qualified 647 

elderly persons of low income to fill 86 1/2 percent of said units the housing authority shall give 648 

priority in placement to eligible and qualified handicapped persons of low income who are on a 649 

waiting list for housing developed pursuant to this section or section 40, and who have attained 650 

the age of 50, but who are less than 60 years old. If a local housing authority determines that 651 

there are insufficient numbers of elderly persons of low income and handicapped persons of low 652 

income who have attained the age of 50 but who are less than 60 years old, who have applied for 653 

occupancy in housing developed pursuant to this section and section forty to fill 86 1/2 percent 654 

of said units, the housing authority shall place other non-elderly handicapped persons of low 655 

income who have applied for occupancy in said housing in said units.  656 



 Preference for accessible or modified units pursuant to subsection (f) of section 40 may 657 

be given to handicapped persons of low income, without regard to age, who need one or more of 658 

the special design features of said units.  659 

 Among non-elderly handicapped persons of low income who are eligible and qualified 660 

for housing pursuant to this section a preference shall be given in the community in which they 661 

reside to eligible and qualified non-elderly handicapped persons of low income who are veterans, 662 

and among elderly persons of low income who are eligible and qualified for housing pursuant to 663 

this section a preference shall be given in the community in which they reside to eligible and 664 

qualified elderly persons of low income who are veterans.  665 

 The numerical percentages stated herein shall be deemed policy objectives and in no way 666 

shall be an entitlement to any form of housing necessary for compliance with the provisions of 667 

this chapter.  668 

 The department shall, after consultation with the secretaries of elder affairs and health 669 

and human services, promulgate rules and regulations concerning the implementation of the 670 

priorities in placement, as set forth herein, and may establish placement ratios among elderly 671 

persons of low income and non-elderly handicapped persons of low income to provide for an 672 

equitable transition to encourage the percentage policy objectives stated herein for said persons 673 

of low income. Until such time that said percentage policy objectives, stated herein, are 674 

substantially met, said placement ratios shall not be less than one elderly person of low income 675 

for each placement of one non-elderly handicapped person of low income. Said placement ratios 676 

shall only be implemented at housing authorities where non-elderly handicapped persons of low 677 

income represent less than 13 1/2 percent of the total residents at said authority; provided, that 678 



said placement ratios shall not be implemented at any housing authority where non-elderly 679 

handicapped persons of low income represent greater than thirteen and one-half percent of the 680 

total residents. The priorities in placement established herein shall not be implemented by 681 

housing authorities until such rules and regulations have been promulgated. Any person who is 682 

lawfully residing in housing developed pursuant to this section and section 40 when such rules 683 

and regulations are promulgated may not be evicted or otherwise required to vacate a housing 684 

unit solely as a consequence of the priorities in placement established herein.  685 

 Nothing stated herein shall give rise to enforceable legal rights in any party or an 686 

enforceable entitlement to any form of housing and further, nothing stated herein shall be 687 

construed as giving rise to such enforceable legal rights or such enforceable entitlement.  688 

SECTION 25.  Section 40 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 689 

amended by striking out, in line 46 the word “local”. 690 

SECTION 26.  Section 43 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 691 

amended by striking out, in line 19, the words “the city or town”, and inserting in place thereof 692 

the following:- a city or town in its region . 693 

SECTION 27.  Said section 43 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 694 

hereby amended by striking out the words “the city or town”, and inserting in place thereof the 695 

following:- a city or town in its region . 696 

SECTION 28.  Said section 43 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 697 

hereby further amended by striking out, in line 25, the words “of community affairs”.   698 



SECTION 29.  Said section 43 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 699 

hereby amended by striking out, in line 49, the words “no local housing authority exists or”. 700 

SECTION 30.  Said section 43 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 701 

hereby amended by striking out, in line 50, the words “no local housing authority exists or”. 702 

SECTION 31.  Said section 43 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 703 

hereby amended by striking out, in line 71, the words “of community affairs”. 704 

SECTION 32.  Section 43A of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 705 

amended by striking out, in line 4, the word “local”. 706 

SECTION 33.  Section 43A of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 707 

amended by striking out, in line 20, the word “local”. 708 

SECTION 34.  Section 44 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 709 

amended by inserting, in line 4, after the word “town”, the following:- where the units are 710 

located . 711 

SECTION 35.  The first paragraph of said section 44 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, 712 

as so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the following word: “(c)”, and 713 

inserting in place thereof the following:- (b). 714 

SECTION 36.  Said first paragraph of said section 44 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, 715 

as so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the following word: “(d)”, and 716 

inserting in place thereof the following:- (c). 717 

SECTION 37.  Said section 44 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 718 

hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 44 to 45, the word “local”. 719 



SECTION 38.  Section 44A of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 720 

amended, in line 4, by striking out the words “of community affairs”. 721 

SECTION 39.  Subsection (d) of section 46 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, is hereby 722 

amended by inserting, at the end of line 25, the following:- and to enter into, execute and carry 723 

out contracts with any person or organization undertaking a project under chapter 121A . 724 

SECTION 40.  Section 51 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 725 

amended by striking out, in line 1 the following words “of a city or town”. 726 

SECTION 41.  Section 51 of said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 727 

further amended by striking out, in line 2, the following words “such city or town” and inserting 728 

in place thereof the following:- a city or town in the region in which it operates . 729 

SECTION 42. Said chapter 121B of the General Laws, as so appearing, as so appearing, is 730 

hereby further amended by inserting after section 59 the following:- 731 

Section 60.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, no housing authority 732 

shall execute any debt instrument,  settle any claim nor enter into any contract other than in the 733 

normal course of business and as is consistent with the fiduciary responsibilities of the board of 734 

the municipal housing authority without prior notice and approval of the department.   735 

SECTION 43.  Section 60 of chapter 121B of the General Laws is hereby repealed. 736 

SECTION 44.   Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, all municipal 737 

housing authorities shall be dissolved forthwith, by operation of law, subject to the applicable 738 

provisions of section 51 of chapter 155.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, on the effective date of 739 

this section, all moneys, real property, furniture, fixtures, supplies, equipment, and rights of the 740 



municipal housing authority shall be assigned, transferred and delivered to the housing authority 741 

that operates in the region that incorporates the jurisdiction of the municipal housing authority, 742 

as designated by the department.  All contractual obligations, including employment contracts in 743 

effect on December 31, 2012, only to the extent of the terms of such contract on such date, and 744 

indebtedness incurred in the ordinary course of business, as determined by the department, by the 745 

municipal housing authority shall be assumed by such housing authority. 746 

SECTION 45.  The transfer of employees from a municipal housing authority to a housing 747 

authority shall not be considered an interruption in the employees‟ service for the purposes of the 748 

applicability of sections 41 to 45, inclusive, of chapter 31 of the General Laws to such employees 749 

pursuant to section 29 of chapter 121B of the General Laws, for any such reassigned employee 750 

who was employed by a municipal housing authority as of January 1, 2012. 751 

SECTION 46.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, sections 1 through 41, 752 

excluding section 5, shall take effect on the later of July 1, 2014 or such date as the secretary of 753 

state has issued a certificate of organization for each housing authority, but in no event later than 754 

January 1, 2015.  755 

SECTION 47.  Section 5 of this act shall take effect on April 1, 2014. 756 

SECTION 48.  Sections 42, 44 and 45 of this act shall take effect upon passage of this act. 757 

SECTION 49.  Section 43 of this act shall take effect on January 1, 2015. 758 


